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Recommended Advisory Clauses

(a) to note the comments of the Secretary for Education and the Head of Development
Projects Facilitation Office (DPFO) of Development Bureau (DEVB) that they reserve
their comments on the details of the subject proposed student hostel development at the
building plan submission stage.  For any subsequent change(s) to the information
provided under the “Hostels in the City Scheme” (the Scheme), the Education Bureau
(EDB) and DPFO of DEVB should be notified as soon as possible.  For effective
monitoring, the applicant is required to submit an annual certified audit report to EDB
to confirm ongoing compliance with the Scheme’s criteria.  In case of non-compliance,
the Government will take appropriate enforcement actions based on the statutory
declaration, land lease and relevant ordinances.  EDB reserves the right to revoke the
confirmation of the eligibility of the Scheme having regard to any changes to the
Scheme;

(b) to note the comments of the District Lands Officer/Tai Po, Lands Department that
should provision and/ or sale of food and/ or beverages/ drinks are involved in any
portion of the subject premises, offensive trades licence will be required for the
proposed conversion.  In this connection, attention is drawn to the streamlined measure
of applying for an offensive trades licences under Land Administration Office Practice
Note Issue No. 3/2023;

(c) to note the comments of the Director of Environmental Protection that the applicant
should implement suitable mitigation measures to minimise any potential
environmental nuisance associated with the proposed development and to strictly
comply with relevant environmental protection/ pollution control ordinances;

(d) to note the comments of the Chief Building Surveyor/ New Territories West, Buildings
Department that the following issues should be addressed when making application for
approval of plans for the carrying out of building works under the Buildings Ordinance
(BO) as appropriate:

(i) student hostel for habitation is a domestic use under the BO and subject to
compliance with the relevant criteria stipulated in PNAP APP-173.  Given that
the proposed conversion does not increase the gross floor area / site coverage of
the existing building, application for modification for the following is required
and may be considered at building plan submission stage:

- Treat a student hostel as non-domestic building for the purposes of
regulations 19, 20 and 21 of the Building (Planning) Regulations (B(P)R);
and

- Permit the non-provision of open space and kitchens for individual hostel
units under regulations 25 and 45 of the B(P)R respectively.

(ii) adequate barrier free access provision (e.g. initial access; accessible lift,
manoeuvring space for wheelchairs along the corridors, accessible toilets,
additional assistive provisions, etc.) stipulated in the Design Manual: Barrier
Free Access 2008 (2025 Edition) should be provided in compliance with
regulation 72 of the B(P)R;
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(iii) adequate lighting and ventilation provision complying with regulations 30 and
31 of the B(P)R should be provided to all hostel rooms.  Provision of lighting
and ventilation at north-facing hostel rooms on 1/F and 2/F are noted
inadequate;

(iv) noting that new doors and partition walls will be provided for the hostel rooms,
adequate fire separation should be provided between the hostel rooms and the
common corridor in accordance with section 35 of the Building (Construction)
Regulation and the Code of Practice for Fire Safety in Buildings 2011;

(v) natural lighting and ventilation provision complying with regulations 36 of the
B(P)R should be provided to bathrooms / lavatories.  If not, application for
modification should be submitted with justifications and alternative provisions
for consideration; and

(vi) detailed comments on all aspects under the BO will be given at the building
plans submission stage.  The applicant is also reminded to follow the
requirements as stipulated in PNAP APP-173;

(e) to note the comments of the Director of Fire Services that:

(i) detailed fire services requirements will be formulated upon receipt of formal
submission of general building plans; and

(ii) as no details of the emergency vehicular access (EVA) have been provided,
comments could not be offered by this Department at the present stage.
Nevertheless, the applicant is advised to observe the requirements of EVA as
stipulated in Section 6, Part D of the Code of Practice for Fire Safety in
Building 2011 which is administered by the Buildings Department; and

(f) to note the comments of the Director of Food and Environmental Hygiene (DEFH) that
no Food and Environmental Hygiene Department’s (FEHD) facilities should be
affected:

(i) proper licence / permit issued by this Department is required if there is any
food business / catering service / activities regulated by the Director of Food
and Environmental Hygiene (DFEH) under the Public Health and Municipal
Services Ordinance (Cap. 132) and other relevant legislation for the public. In
accordance with Section 4 of Food Business Regulation, Cap.132X, the
expression 'food business' means any trade or business for the purpose of which
any person engages in the handling of food or food is sold by means of a
vending machine but does not include any canteen in work place (other than a
factory canteen referred to in section 31) for the use exclusively of the persons
employed in the work place.  As such, a staff canteen that exclusively use by
the staff members of that working place does not require a food business
licence from this department.  However, if the said canteen provided foods to
the outsiders with payment, a food business licence is required. Pursuant to
section 4 of the Food Business Regulation, Cap. 132X,  the expression of "food
business" does not include any club.  However,  permission to sell restricted
foods, such as milk, frozen confections, non-bottled drinks, cut fruit, sushi and
sashimi etc., specified in Schedule 2 to the Food Business Regulation, Cap.
132X, is still required;
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(ii) depending on the mode of operation, if canteen  (other than a factory canteen
referred to in section 31, Cap. 132) is provided exclusively for the use of person
exclusively employed or residing in the hostel, FEHD staff may conduct
inspections of the canteen on regular basis;

(iii) proper licence issued by this Department is required if related place of
entertainment is involved. Any person who desires to keep or use any place of
public entertainment for example a theatre and cinema or a place, building,
erection or structure, whether temporary or permanent, on one occasion or
more, capable of accommodating the public presenting or carrying on public
entertainment within Places of Public entertainment (PPE) Ordinance (Cap.
172) and its subsidiary legislation, such as a concert, opera, ballet, stage
performance or other musical, dramatic or theatrical entertainment,
cinematograph or laser projection display or an amusement ride and mechanical
device which is designed for amusement, a Place of Public Entertainment
Licence (or Temporary Place of Public Entertainment Licence) should be
obtained from FEHD whatever the general public is admitted with or without
payment;

(iv) there should be no encroachment on the public place and no environmental
nuisance should be generated to the surroundings. Its state should not be a
nuisance or injurious or dangerous to health and surrounding environment.
Also, for any waste generated from such activities/ operation, the applicant
should arrange disposal properly at their own expenses; and

(v) if domestic waste collection service of FEHD is required in future, prior
comments from this Department on the waste collection plan, including the
accessibility and maneuverability of RCV to RCP, should be sought.
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